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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, HELD AT REDLAKE VALLEY VILLAGE HALL ON 

14TH JUNE 2017 AT 7.30PM 

 

PRESENT: Chairman – Cllr. J. Limond, Cllrs. B. Angell, V. Butt, R. Davies, M. Donaldson, G. Mills, J. 

McVicar  

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public 

 

CLERK: Mrs R. Turner 

 

 

020/1718 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

Cllr. Hurcombe. 

 

021/1718 DECLARATION OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST IN A MATTER 

TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING 

 

No interests declared. 

 

022/1718 DISPENSATION REQUESTS 

 

No dispensation requests had been received. 

 

023/1718 PUBLIC SESSION 

 

(i) Shropshire Councillor report  

 

Cllr. Hartin was absent. 

 

(ii) Police Report  

 

No crimes reported in the parish from mid-March to mid-May 2017. 

 

(iii) Presentation from Sal Hampson re community transport  

 

Deferred due to illness. 

 

(iv) Public comments 

 

Carolyn Wilde, a resident of Chapel Lawn, spoke in relation to community-led planning. She advised that 

Chapel Lawn is planning to do a community-led plan and hopes that the council will appoint a representative 

on the steering group. The plan will have a clear focus on implementation. Cllr. McVicar asked if the group 

would consider incorporating the plan within an overall community-led plan for the parish, with two separate 

sections for Clun and Chapel Lawn? Mrs Wilde replied that any community can do a plan and that Chapel 

Lawn faces specific issues as a rural community. The option of working with the council to co-ordinate the 

two plans could be considered. 
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A member of the public asked for an update on the installation of Wi-Fi infrastructure in the Redlake area. 

Cllr. Davies advised that he believed that a mast has been erected and that some houses have been connected. 

 

024/1718 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS TO CHAPEL LAWN WARD 

 

Two applications had been received for the vacant Chapel Lawn seats, from Gary Mills and Reg Maund. It 

was RESOLVED to co-opt both candidates. Cllr. Mills duly joined the meeting and signed his declaration of 

acceptance of office. He had no interests to declare. It was further RESOLVED that Councillor Maund would 

have until the next meeting to complete his declaration of acceptance of office.  

 

025/1718 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

11TH MAY 2017 

 

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as being a correct record of the meeting.  

 

026/1718 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
 

(i) Clun Bridge 

 

Officers from Shropshire Council Highways had been invited to attend the council meeting but had declined. 

Gurnek Singh, Bridges & Structures Mangerr at Mouchel (acting on behalf of Shropshire Council) had sent a 

statement in relation to the bridge. In summary, the statement took the view that Shropshire Council was not 

willing to carry out a feasibility study looking at options to address traffic management and Clun Bridge 

because this is not seen as a high priority, in the context of the current climate of austerity. The report 

concluded with three recommendations: 

“ 

 Clun Bridge should be monitored for the remainder of the calendar year to review the number of bridge 

strikes and the cost of repairs. 

 Consideration be given to handing over the day-to-day operation and future maintenance of the CCTV 

camera to Clun Town Council from April 2018. 

 Consideration be given in the Bishops Castle and Surrounding Area Place Plan for a long term 

aspiration to bypass the town.” 

 

At recent meetings regarding the bridge, a feasibility study had been promised, exploring all options in relation 

to the bridge and traffic management in Clun. The council were therefore very disappointed with the response 

and it was RESOLVED to write to the Shropshire Council portfolio holder, Philip Dunne MP and Historic 

England asking that action is taken to address traffic issues in Clun and their impact on the town, including 

the bridge. This matter will be reviewed within 2 months. 

 

Action: Clerk to write a letter as per the resolution above. 

 

 

(ii) Parking in the vicinity of the junction of Bridge Street and High Street, Clun - suggestion from Shropshire 

Council to put double yellow lines in this area 

 

The council had been asked if it would support this proposal. It was RESOLVED that because the council is 

seeking a more holistic approach to traffic management in Clun, it would not be appropriate to offer support 

for this proposal at the present time but this will be reviewed once a more holistic approach is taken. The clerk 

was also asked to report speeding on the Craven Arms Road. 
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Action: Clerk to reply to request as per the resolution above. 

 

(iii) Damaged signs in the vicinity of The Square, Clun 

 

The clerk had reported the damage to highways. 

 

027/1718 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

The chair reported that he had attended a meeting regarding the bridge, as referred to under item 026/1718; a 

note of this meeting had been circulated to councillors. The chair had also met with Mathew Mead to seek 

advice on how to prepare the community-led plan. A concern had been reported in regard to flower pots 

blocking the pavement, opposite the garage on the corner of the Waterloo Road. Councillor Angell offered to 

speak to the residents. 

 

The Chairman suggested reviewing the format of the Annual Parish Meeting and making it more of a 

celebration of achievements. It was agreed that a working group would be set up to look at this and that 

councillors that wish to join it could do so. 

 

Action: Cllr. Limond to invite councillors to a working group meeting. Cllr. Angell to speak to resident 

regarding the flower pots. 

 

028/1718 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The clerk gave her report which is available on the website.  

 

Action: Cllr. Angell offered to carry out routine checks of the cemetery. Clerk to supply him with a check 

sheet. 

 

029/1718 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING OUTSIDE MEETINGS 

 

Cllr. Davies had attended a meeting of SpArC. SpArC is doing OK in the short to medium term but the longer 

term is less certain. Key issues which the trustees are currently looking at are opening times, summer holiday 

activities and working with Clun doctors’ surgery to encourage doctor referrals to the centre. 

 

Councillor Donaldson had attended a meeting of the Memorial Hall committee. The hall’s position is much 

improved from previously. Following a survey, the potential phone mast at the site is not being progressed 

because the land is not high enough. It was agreed that the council should write to the surveyors and 

responsible government department expressing disappointment with this outcome. 

 

Action: Clerk to write a letter accordingly. 

 

030/1718 CHAPEL LAWN WARD MATTERS 

 

Cllr. Davies thanked Carolyn Wilde for attending the meeting and informing the council of Chapel Lawn’s 

plans for a community-led plan. Cllr. Davies said that he was keen for Clun and Chapel Lawn to remain linked 

in preparing the community-led plans. 
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031/1718 SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

It was agreed that guidelines on the use of social media are needed. 

 

Action: The clerk will draft a policy for the next meeting. 

 

032/1718 WALKERS ARE WELCOME 

 

It was RESOLVED to renew the council’s subscription at a cost of £40. 

 

033/1718 COMMUNITY LED PLAN 

 

It was agreed that is important to convey to the community why the plan is being prepared, what it is and how 

it is different to the Parish Plan. It was RESOLVED to set up a working group to start to organise the plan 

and hold a community event in the autumn to launch the preparation of plan. The working group members 

would be Cllr. Hurcombe, Cllr. McVicar and the clerk. 

 

034/1718 PLANNING ITEMS 

 

a) Planning Notifications – for information only 

 

(i) 17/00331/FUL - Edrics Barn, Llanhedric Farm, Llanhedric, Clun, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 8NG  

Conversion of redundant farm building into business and recreational meeting/training space 

(retrospective application)  

Grant Permission 

 

(ii) 17/01636/LBC - 4 Church Street, Clun, SY7 8JW  

Installation of 18 solar panel system to south west facing roof surface 

Grant Permission 

 

(iii) 17/01289/LBC - Pen Y Wern Farm, Black Hill, Clunton, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 0JD  

Internal works including insertion of partition walling to create additional bedroom and bathroom  

Grant Permission 

 

b) Planning applications for consideration 

(i) 17/02089/FUL - 2 St Georges Place, Clun, SY7 8JL  

 Erection of extension and alterations to dwelling  

 The council had no comments to make. 

 

(ii) 17/02526/LBC - Harpton House, The Square, Clun, SY7 8JA  

 Change rear roof pitch from heavy stone tiles to Welsh slate in order to reduce the load on the rear wall 

and to match the other roof pitches affecting a grade II listed building. 

 The council had no comments to make. 

 

(iii) 17/02528/FUL - Proposed Affordable Dwelling NE Of Lower Weston Farm, Clun, Shropshire  

 Erection of a single storey affordable dwelling with detached garage to include new sewage treatment 

plant 

 It was RESOLVED to support the application because it is from a local person, working in an 
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industry related to agriculture, wishing to stay within the community. 

 

(iv) 17/02326/FUL - Ashes Bank , 19 School Road, Clun, SY7 8JQ 

Erection of conservatory, garden shed, greenhouse and pavilion 

The council had no comments to make. 

 

035/1718 FINANCIAL ITEMS 

 

a) Appointment of  internal auditor for 2017/18 
 

It was RESOLVED to appoint SDH Accounting. 

 

b) Charges in relation to the cemetery and fishing permits 

 

It was RESOLVED to use the Church of England charging rates on an ongoing basis, with an additional fee 

of £360 for purchase of exclusive right of burial. Charges for 2017 as per table below; 

 

Service Fee 

Interment of body £317.00  

No fee payable for 

burial of a person of 

16 years and under.  

 

Interment of cremated remains £151.00 

 

Exclusive right of burial £360 for grave, £50 

for cremated remains 

plot. 

 

Memorial application fee Cross £41.00 

Vase £68.00 

Any other monument 

(tablet, headstone 

etc.) - £130.00 

 

Memorial additional inscription 

fee 

 

£25.00 

Admin fee – for transfer of 

ownership, searching registers 

etc 

£28 per hour  

 

c) Bank account signatories 

 

Councillors filled out the paperwork at the end of the meeting to add them as signatories and internet banking 

users. 
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d) Payments  

 

It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments  

 

Payee Item Ref no Chq. no Net VAT Gross 

HMRC PAYE Q1 P17-1718 19 £12.60 £0.00 £12.60 

J Churchett Cemetery 

contract 

P18-1718 20 £800.00 £0.00 £800.00 

J Churchett Cemetery 

extra cut 

P19-1718 21 £160.00 £0.00 £160.00 

Information 

Solutions Ltd 

Website  P20-1718 22 £190.00 £38.00 £228.00 

Highline 

Electrical 

Street light 

repairs 

P21-1718 23 £261.75 £52.35 £314.10 

Welshampton 

and Lyneal 

Parish Council 

Refund of 

equipment 

sharing costs 

P22-1718 24 £93.59 £0.00 £93.59 

SDH 

Accounting 

Internal audit P23-1718 25 £140.00 £0.00 £140.00 

Shropshire 

Council 

Licence fee P24-1718 26 £70.00 £0.00 £70.00 

R Turner Expenses 

may 

P25-1718 27 £42.15 £2.60 £44.75 

Andrew Wallace Grass cutting P26-1718 28 £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 

SALC Good 

councillors 

guide 

P27-1718 29 £28.80 £0.00 £28.80 

Walkers are 

Welcome 

Subscription P28-1718 30 £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 

 

It was further RESOLVED to approve the following payments already made: 

 

Payee Item Ref no DD/SO  Net VAT Gross 

R Turner Salary May P16-1718 SO £540.24 £0.00 £540.24 

 

e) Income received  
 

None. 

 

f) Environmental maintenance grant award 

 

The council had been awarded £1449.25, this being less than last year due to more councils applying for the 

grant. 

 

036/1718 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The following correspondence was noted and actions agreed: 
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(i) Town and Parish Council Forum –attendance at meeting on June 27th  

 

Cllr. Limond to attend. 

 

(ii) SALC Info Bulletins  

 

Noted. 

 

(iii) Shropshire Good Neighbours Scheme 

 

Noted that Clun already has a scheme in place. 

 

(iv) Onibury Level Crossing upgrade  

 

Noted. 

 

(v) Battle’s Over (November 2018) 

 

It was agreed that the council would explore doing something to commemorate this and that it should liaise 

with the British Legion. 

 

(vi) Tree Charter 

 

It was agreed to ask Cllr. Maund if he felt the tree Charter could be adopted by Clun 

 

(vii) Village of the Year 

 

It was agreed not to pursue this.  

 

(viii) SALC Training Programme  

 

Noted that Cllr. Maund and Cllr. Mills need to attend the basic Council training but there are currently no 

spaces on the training courses. 

 

(ix) NHS Presentation to SALC  

 

Noted. 

 

(x) Request from Chronicle to publish profiles re each councillor 

 

It was agreed to do this, starting with the chairman. It was also agreed to publish photos of each councillor on 

the council’s website. 

 

(xi) Severn Trent Foul Vents  

 

It was agreed to ask Severn Trent to carry out an assessment of the vents and their condition. 
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037/1718 NEXT MEETINGS 

 

It was RESOLVED that the council would meet on the first Thursday of every month, with meetings 

alternating between the Memorial Hall, Clun and Redlake Valley Village Hall, Chapel Lawn.  

 

Pursuant to Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 and pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies 

(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, it was RESOLVED that the public and press should be excluded during 

discussions of items 038/1718 and 039/1718, as they concern an individual and commercial contractual 

matters. 

 

038/1718 PENSION STAGING DATE 
 

The clerk left the room for this item. The council felt that it needed further financial advice but was conscious 

that it had to nominate a pension provided by 1st July 2017. The council therefore RESOLVED to initially 

choose NEST as the pension provider but to review this within 3 months and to obtain financial advice from 

Caleb Roberts of Knighton. 

 

039/1718 WORKS TO TOWN HALL 

 

A quote had been received for £1620.00 from Steve Richards. Efforts had been made to seek three quotes and 

as the value of the contract was under £3000, the council is not under obligation to obtain more quotations. It 

was therefore RESOLVED to accept the quote from Steve Richards. 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED (CHAIRMAN)         DATED 


